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For 5. Mo gquntains ſhall. WES, ju ; 

the Hills be remobed; gut my Kind- 
nfs ſhall not depart from thee, nei- 

ther ſhall the Covenant of my Peace 
be removed, ſaith the Lard, that 


hath M ercy on thee. 


T is by the unanimous wen of this 
I Church of Chriſt, that I am called hi- 
ther, on the moved Occaſion of God's 
having lately taken from them their dearly 
beloved and excellent Paſtor, in the Midſt of 
his growing Life and Uſefulneſs, who had 
laboured ſome Years with great Indearment 
and eminent Sueceſs among them: And it is 
according to their Appointment, that I am to 
_ diſcourſe on this Paſſage of Scripture, to aſ- 
fiſt their ſpiritual Improvement of that awful 
and moſt tenderly touching Stroke of Provi- 
dence. The Reaſon, as I am informed, of their 
defiring this to be the Subject of our preſent 
Contemplations, was; becauſe they apprehend- 
ed, that, through divine Influence, it might be 
of good Uſe for reminding them of the Bleſ- 
ſings of God's Love and Covenant, which, 
together with the Obligations that ariſe from 
thence, it ſeems, were the darling a 
A*2 1 His 


7 


z* The unchangeable* Duratron © 
his-publick Miniſtrations and private Conver- 

| ſation, who had been ſet over them in the 
Lord. Delightful Themes indeed! May the 
great Head of the Church enable me to ſpeak, 
and you to hear, ſome Thoughts upon them, 
that may be ſuited and rendered effectual, to 
promote our preſent Support and Comfort, 
and to animate our Progreſs in Faith, Love 
| | and Obedience, for the Remainder of our Pil- 
| grimage on Earth, and out ſolid Hopes of an 

everlaſting Abode with Chriſt in Heaven } — 
| The Chapter, where our Text is found, 
| contains a Prophecy of the Glory of the 

| Church upon {/ae!'s Return from the Baby 

| loniſh Captivity ; or rather, ultimately at leaſt, 
| upon the vaſt, Inlargement of its Borders by 
the ingrafting of the Gentiles with them in 
Goſpel-days. It begins with calling upon the 
Church to rejoice and triumph on account of 
ö her approaching Fruitfulneſs and Increaſe, 

v. I, 4. and on account of her Covenant 


| Relation to God, and. of its Perpetuity, not- 
i withftanding the ſhort Eclipſe of her Light 
| and Joy, and her doleful Seaſon of Darkneſs 
\ * and Sorrow, which ſhould be followed with 
| everlaſting Manifeſtations of his Love and Fa- 
N vour, who ſtood in the Relation of a Huſband 
f to her. For thy Maker (ſays he) is thy Huſ- 
band, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; and thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the 
whole Earth fhall he be called: For the Lord 
has called thee as a Woman forſaken and grieved 
in Spirit, and a Wife of Youth, when thou waſ? 
refufed, 


< 
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of God's Kindneſs: and Covenant. 


refuſed, f ſaith thy God. For d. fmall Moment 


have I forſaken thee ; but with great Mercies 
will I gather thee. In a little Wrath I hid my 
Face Fog thee for a Moment; but with ever- 
| laſting Kiniheſs wil! I have Merey on thee, 
ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. For this is as.. 
the Waters of Noah unto me: For as I have 
ſtovrn thut the Waters of Noah ſhould no-more 
0 over the Barth ; ſ% have . ſworn that E 
would not be wroth with thee, nur rebuke thee.. 
(7 5, 9.) Then come in the Words of our 
Text. "Bp the Mountains ſhall depart, and the 

Hills be removed; but my Kindneſs ſhall not de- 
part from thee, neither fall the Covenant of 
my Peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath 
Mercy on thee, In theſe Words, that are to 
employ our preſent Meditations, we have 
Firſt, The changeable State and Frame of 
this World, which ſhall iſſue in its final Diſſo- 
lution. The Mountains ſhall depart, and the Hills 
be removed. In Oppoſition hereunto we have 
Secondly, The unchangeable Duration of 
God's Kindneſs to, and Covenant with his 
People. But my Kindneſs fhall not depart 
from thee, neither ball the Covenant 15 my 
Peace be removed. And | 
_ Thirdly, The Cotfieniadion and Reaſon of 
this, as contained in theſe Words, Saith the 
Lord, that hath Mercy on thee. Let us ſpend 
a few Thoughts on each of theſe | in their 

| Order, beginning with 
Firſt, The changeable State nd Frame of. 
this World, which ſhall iſſue in its final Diſ- 
ſolution. 


6 The unchangeable Duration 


ſolution. - The Moengins foals Gepart,, and the 
Hills be removed. : A 
. Mountains and Hills, hterally . ſeem. 
to be ſome of the firmeſt and. moſt durable 
Parts of the Earth, and to ſtand. fo ſtrong as. 
| never to be removed.s and therefore, with re- 
| ſeerence to the common Opinion of Men about 
them, they are called ¶ Habac. iii. 6.) the ever- 
laſting Mountains, and the perpetual Hills ; and 
yet are there ſaid to be ſcattered and bow at 
the Preſence of the Lord, whoſe Ways are ever- 
laſting ; and may be ſo called, in the ſtricteſt and 
propereſt Senſe of the Expreſſion, as they are 
all according to the. eternal Counſel of his Will, 
and ſhall go on in continual Executions of it, 
for anſwering the Purpoſes, of his Love to his 
People, and of his righteous Wrath upon his 
Enemies, through all the Ages of Time to 
F an endleſs Eternity. Mount Sinai, and the 
f Hills about it, were ſhaken at the Delivery 


— —— — 2 


— — 4x — 
— — — ẽ : — —— —— ã — KmwO —1n y 2 


r ˙. one co dl, K EA dd ie aw bh 
2 4s Sy 2 . 5 0 
25 FR 
* * 
1 
” * 


6 
[ of the Law; and Hiſtory informs us of Moun- 
E tains and Hills, that = been ſwallowed up, 
| and removed out of their Places, by Earth- 
| quakes ;. and we 25 aflured that the hi gheſt 
i} down, and melted away, at the fina Diſſolu- 
| tion of this World; when the Earth and the 
| Works that are ther ein ſhall be burnt up, and 
| 4 ll theſe Things ſhall. be diſſolved, (2 Pet. i ii. 
6a. 

Or " FOR and Hills may be underſtood. 

figuratively; as they often are in prophetic 


| — to ignily e great and mighty * 
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of God's Kinduſs W Covenant. 3 
en Earth, and the Idols g that were worſhipped | 
on Mountains ; » 28 when! it 1s; ald Jer. i iii. 23. | 
Truly in vain” is Salvation hoped. for "from the 
Hill', and from the Mutitude of | Mountains 
Truly in the Lord our God 7 is the Salvation of 
Hrael : And with a Reference to the ſtrong 
and formidable Enemies: of his People, that 
had ſet themſelves againſt the rebuilding of 
the Temple at Jeruſalem, he faid, e art 
thou, O great Mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou ſhalt become a Plain: and be ſhall Pring 
forth the Head-Stone thereof with ' Shouting 
Grace, Grace unto it, ¶ Zecb. iv. 7.) as Dial 
of Chriſt' and the Goſpel Church, which he 
would lay the Foundation of, and finiſn, to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of divine Grace: 
God alfo ſpeaking of Babylon, and all the In- 
habitants of Chaldea, faid; Behold I am a= 
gainſt thee, O deſtroying Mountain,” ie de 
Aroyeſt all the Earth; and Till firetch out 7 1 
Hand upon thee, and roll thee == from the 
Rocks, and will make thee a burnt Mountain; 
and thou ſalt be defolate farever, faith- the 
Lord. (Fer. li. 24, 25, 26.) - Thoſe meta- 
phorical Hills and Mountains, that ſeemed to 
be moſt firmly eſtabliſhed in their Power and 
Dominion; and every one of the four great 
Monarchies of the Earth, that, in their Turns, 
bore down all before them; all theſe, toge= 
ther with their Idols, have long ſince been 
remoyed, and come to nothing. Vea, and all 
Antichriſtian Enemies and Idolatry ſhall be 
* deſtroyed: F or the Time is coming; 


when 


when it ſball de aQually. ſaid ; in. Hh L3 
the Romiſb myſtical. Babylon, as it may 
dy be with regard to the Purpoſe of God, an 
is in Prophecy, | Babylon is fallen, is "flew 
(Rev. xiv. 8. and xvti. 2.) 

And what are all the Concerns of this World, 
whether of a publick or. private Nature, that 
bid faireſt for Settlement and long Continu- 
ance ? They are tranſitory, thing Scenes, 


that will | tk be intirely withdrawn: For 


the Faſhion of this World baſeth away (1, Cor. 
vii. 31.) What are all the Troubles and 18 90 | 


ments, of this Life? They are wearing 
apace, and 


ſhall ceaſe. forever., What are, 
the Men upon Earth, whether Friends, 54 


we have the moſt Confidence in, or Enemies, 


that we are molt. afraid of, but 8 
Mortals? Hence it is ſaid, on * E 


Hh. exlvi. 3, 4.) Put not Jour Truft 1m Princes, 


ar in the Son , Man, in whom there is ub 
„His Breath: goeth forth, he.returneth ta 

5 Earth: In chat very Day bis Thoughts : pe, 
And, on the ** 'a. hand, God ſays to, 

his People ( I. 11. 12.) V, even I am be, \that 


comforteth you. Who 25 they, that they pt wry 


be as thy Man, that; ſhall die, and 

Sen of Man, nohich, ſhall be made as G 
And muſt not every one H ws die out of this: 
World, whateyer our State befqre God he g 
to another? The healthieſt, ſwuteft, ang, 
ſtrongeſt, , as well as, he feln, and wenksr 


the younge 0, 'and thoſe thas.are in hr Biegen 
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of Gade Kindief and our 9 

; the Prince as well as the Peaſant ; the 
Saint as well as the Singer; the Miniſter, as 
well as his Flock, muſt ſoon'depart, God only 
: knows how ſoon, perhaps very ſuddenly, be- 

re they or their Friends are aware; and then 
they ſhall be no more upon Earth. Tour Fa. 
reis, tobrre are they? The Prophets, do they 
Nur forever? ( Zech. i. 5.) And what is te 
| Favour er Friendſhip of Men, thit we think 
ourſelves moſt ſecure of? How changeable, 
fickle and inconftant do we often find it, while 
we live in this World? And how incapable 
is it of being any further advantageous or ſer- 
viceable to us, When the Place, that now 
| knows us, {hall know us no thote r All theſe 
Things, tko WE mi, ht faney them to be 4s 
ſtable as Hills and Mountains, are running on, 
and running off, and will ſoon be ſwallowed 
up in Eternity, and be removed as far from 
us, or we from them, as if they Had never 
exiſted at all. But, in in Oppoſſtion to the 
falling, changeable / and diſſolving, State of al 
theſe, we have * © 

Secondly, The unchangeabſe Duften of 
God's Kindneſs to, and Covenant with his 
People. But my Kindneſs ſhall not depart from 
Thee, neither ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be | 
rende, Here it may be proper 


1. To give you a little Account of God's Kink 
WEL to his People, and of the Covenant of 
_ bro Peace with them. And WR, 


bs, he 
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2 10 The unchangeable Duration 
IT. To ſhew that his Kindneſs /hall not depart 


from them; nor. the Covenant of his Peace 
be removed. I ſhall therefore, 


I. Give ſome 4 of God's . 
to his People, and of the Covenant of his Peace 
with them. Let me offer a few Thoughts up- 


on both theſe diſtinctly, in their Order. We 
ſhall begin with | 


iſt, The Kindneſs of God to his People. 

The Word rendered his Kindneſs, ſignifies 
his graczous and bountiful Benignity, incluſive 
of his free Love or F avour, and of all its 
ſpecial Fruits and Effects. It is his merciful 
Kindneſs, as it is ſtiled, P/. cxvii. 2. and cxix. 
76.; and takes in all zhe exceeding Riches of 
bis Grace, in his Kindneſs towards us through 
Chriſt Jeſus, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it. 
(Epbep. ii. 7.) It is his loving Kinanefs, which 
zs better _ Life, (Pf. Ixiii. 3.) and is often 


mentioned in Conjunction with is Merczes, 


and his tender Mercies, which are faid to have 
been ever of old. - (Pſ. xxv. 6.) It is that Kind- 
neſs, wherein God married his People, and be- 
came a Huſband to them; which he had men- 
tioned for their Comfort! in J. liv. 5. and con- 


cerning which he ſaid (Hof. ii. 19, 20.) I will 


betroth thee unto me forever; yea, J will be- 
troth thee unto me in Righteaufusſ, and in 
Judgment, and in loving Kinaneſs, and in 
Mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in 
oa ; and Yhou ſhalt know the Lord. 
80 


of God's Kindneſs and Covenant. 11 
So that it is the peculiar Kindneſs, in which he 
entered into a Marriage-Covenant with them, 
and will ever fulfil his gracious and faithful 
Engagements therein unto _ This leads 
us to Confider PD 


2dly, The Corina f his Fre with YE 

This is no other than the Covenant of Grace, 
and that with a ſpecial Reference to its pu reſt, 
cleareſt, and moſt glorious and perfect Admi- 
 nifiration in the Goſpel-State, which, by way 
of Diſtinction from the /egal Form, in which it 
was adminiſtred under the Moſaic Diſpenſa- 
tion, is called a New Covenant; though, for 
the Subſtance of the Covenant "itſelf, it was 
all along one and the ſame: For the Low, 
which was given four Hundred and thirty Years 
after the Covenant, that was confirmed before 
of God in Chreft to Abraham, could not diſanul 
zt, that it ſhould make the Promiſe of none 
Effect. (Gal. iii. 17.) But, behold, the Days 


come, ſaith the Lord, when I will make a nm 


Covenant (as to the beſt and laſt Adminiſtration. 
of it) with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the 
Houſe of Judah : Not according to the Covenant, 
that I made with their Fathers in the Day, 
when I took them as the Hand to lead them out 
= of the Land of Egy For this. is the Co- 
= vwenant, that I 9h make with the Houſe of 
Iſrael after thoſe Days, faith the Lord, I will 

| put my Laws into their Mind, and write them 
in their Hearts ; and T will be to them a God, 
Sz And 


| 10 | 7 he ena Duration - 


and they ſpall be to ne 4 People. Pr all 
. 5 know me, from the leaſt to the great. 
Fer T quill be merci ful to their Uurigbte- 
t ; and their Sins and Imquities will 7 
remember no more. In that he ſays 4 new Cor 
venant, he has made the firſt old, as to the 
Manner of its Diſpenſation. Now that which 
hi decays and waxes old is ready to vaniſh away, 
1 as the Jewiſh Conſtitution then was. (Heb, viii. 
N 8, 13.) Acegrdingly Jeſus is ſtiled the Media- 
1 tor of the new Covenant, in the evangelical 
1 Adminiſtration of it, ¶ Heb. xii. 24.) And this 
0 is the Covenant our Text ſpeaks of; For it 
= ſtands' in a Prophecy of that State of the 
1 Church, in Aden 47 her Children ſhould be 
5 taught of the Lord, (ver. 13.) and in which 
the Gentiles ſhould: be called, as appears from 
the three firſt Verſes of the Chapter: And 
thoſe Verſes are introduced immediately after 
the Account, that had been given at large, 
in the preceding Chapter, of the atonin 
Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt, when he ſhould 
male ts Soul an Offering for Sin; and of God 
the Father's Promiſes to him, that he, there- 
upon, ſhould ſee bis Seed, and prolong his Days, 
and the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in 
his Hund; that he ul fee of the Travel of 
his Sol, and be ſatisfied; and that by bis 
Knowledge, or the Knowledge of him, as 
God's righteous Serugnt, be Fouls yuſhyy. _ p 
becauſe he ſhould bear' their Inigtuities. ( J. liii. 
10, 11.) And therefore tho the Promiſe in. 


aur Text primarily related to God's antient 
People 


. of God's Kindneſs and Covenant. 13 
People the Jeu; yet it equally included the 
Gentiles, that ſhould make up the Inlargement 
of the Church, and ſo belongs to every true 
Believer, of hat Nation ſoever, to the End 
of Ages. Every one of them may think he 
hears God ſaying to him, in particular, My 
Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall 
the Covenant of my Peace be removed. Now 
this may be called the Covenant of bis Peace, 
as it is the Covenant, or. gracious Conſtitu- 
tion, which he is the Author of; and by 
which he is at Peace with his People thro' Je- 
ſus Chriſt, the Mediator of it; and freely be- 
ſtows all Bleſſings upon them for his Sake. 
(..) It is the Covenant, or gracious Conſti- 
tution, 2whrch- God himſelf is the Author ofy _ 
I take the Word Covenant both [roa] in the 
= Hebrew, and (dia dun) in the Greek, to be ap- 
plicable to any Gon/ztution, Diſpoſition or Sei- 
= 7Z/ement, wherever it is uſed in Scripture ; the 
Nature of Which is to be determined by the 
Context, and the Perſons and Things it refers 


to, whether it be in a Way of mutual Stipu- 


lation between two or more Parties; or in a 
Way of free Promiſe, as that Covenant was, 
which God made with Naah and every living 
= Creature, that Day and Night ſbould not ceaſs; 
and that the Waters ſhould no more. become" a 
Flad to deſtroy all Fleſh. (Gen. ix. 819; and 
viii. 22.) This is called his-Covenent of the Day, 
and of the Night, Jer. xxxiii. 20, 25 ; and is 
referred to in the Verſe immediately before our 
Text: And fo the Covenant, here ſpoken of- 
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is to be conſidered as the abſolute and pratui- 
tous, or free Conſtitution, which God has 
eſtabliſhed between him and his People, re- 


. ating chiefly to their ſ piritual and eternal Con- 
cerns. This is the Covenant, which he him- 


ſelf has made, with reſpect to his being at 


Peace with them. And who, but God himſelf, 


could be the Author of a Covenant, fo full of 
Grace, for the Pardon, Recovery and eternal 
Salvation of any of. the fallen Children of 
Adam, after the Entrance of Sin, and the 
Breach of the original Covenant of Works, 
whereby all Bleſſings were forfeited, and all 


Miſeries, for Time and Eternity, were en- 


tailed upon them? It is his Prerogative, and 
his Glory, to make a Covenant of Peace with 
them, who were at Variance with him: It is 


the Product of his own infinite Wiſdom, Au- 


thority and Love; and proceeds merely from 
the ſelf- moving and overflowing benevolent 


Diſpoſition of his own Heart toward them. 
Accordingly it is well known, that he often 


ſpeaks of it as his own free Act and Deed, to 


make, and eſtabliſh his everlaſting Covenant 


with them. 

(2.) It is the Covenant, by which bd is at 3 
Peace with his People thro ow ___ the 
Mediator Wo. 7 

The eternal Father promiſed to give him for 
a Covenant of the People, and for a Light to the 
Gentiles, that he -might be his Salvation to the 
Ends of the Earth. (If. xlix. 6, 8.) And Chriſt 


ug fulfilled the grand Condition of the 
Co- 


F Cod Kindneſs and Covenant, 15 
Covenant, by his Obedience and Sufferings 
unto Death, is ſaid to be our Peace, and to 


reconcile both, Jews and Gentiles, unto God in 
one Body by the Croſs ; having ain the Enmity 


| | thereby; ( Epb. ii. 14, 16.) and it is upon the 


Foot of the Covenant, that Gentile-Believers, 
who. were ſometimes afar of, are made nigh by 
the Blood of. Chrift ; and who, in former Ages, 
were Aliens from the Common-wealth of Ifrae}, 
and Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
are now no more Strangers and Foreigners; but 
Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the 
1 o God, as the Apoſtle declares, 

12, 13, 19.— 

The Peace- making Sacriſice of Chriſt is the 
meritorious Cauſe, not of the Covenant itſelf, 
but of all its Bleſſings; and is the ſolemn 
irrevocable Confirmation of it. He thereby 


c btained eternal Redemption for us, (Heb. ix. 12.) 


which includes Deliverance from Sin and from 
the Wrath to come, and an Inheritance of all 
the Bleſſings of eternal Life; and is called 


bbe Redemption of the pur chaſed P off Mon. 


V (Eph. i. 14.) And he tle ratified all its Ar- 
ticles to the Heirs of Promiſe, paſt Repeal, as 
the Apoſtle repreſents his Death, in Alluſion 
to a teſtamentary Diſpoſition or Settlement, 
which of Neceſſity requires the Death of the 


4 Teſtator, to put it in Force. (Heb. ix. 16, 17.) 
And fo all the Promiſes of God, in this Cove- 


© nant, are yea and amen in Chrif unto the Glory 


„/ Ged: (2 Cor. i. 20.) All its Promiſes of 
E Peace and Reconciliation; of Juſti- 
fication 
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FAR and Sanctiffeation; of fuld Grice 
and all Afﬀeer-Increafes ' of it; ant” Peres 
verance in it; and of : feafoneble Succout 
and Aſſiſtance, Confolation and Preſervation 

to eternal Glory; all theſe Promiſes are ar 
eſtabliſhed Settlement, according eo the mer- 


ciful Tenour of this Covenant, as they are 


ſummarily repreſented i in that before mention- 
ed. Hrb. viii. 10, 11, 12. And the grand Com- 
prehenſive Bleſling, that all the reſt of the 


. Promiſes tend to, and ſhall finally ilſue in, 


is the Perfection of Glory and Felieity in Hea- 


ven itſelf : For this is emphatically the Pro- 


miſe, that he has promiſed us, even eternal Life. 
1 Julm ii. 2 f.) And becauſe all theſe Blefſings 
were purchaſs by the Blood of Chriſt, and th 
Covenant, which eontains them, is confirmed 
by it; therefore it is called the New Teftarient 
in bis Bhod ; (1 Cor. xi. 2 F.) atid' his Blood 
is called: the Blood of the evirlaſtitix Covenant; 
throuph wwhich the God of Peace, brought again 
From | the Dead our Lord Feſtus, that 8 
Shepherd of the Sheep, (Heb. xini. 20. 
{3;) Ie is the Covenant, 3) obreb the God 1 
of Peace freely beſts all Ble ſings ef them, = 
for Chri/i's Sake.” | 3471 9 4 
Peu ĩs often oled ib Seriptir re to fi iy 
all manner of Proſperity ond Hs pineſs ; and 
may be conſidered here, as confifting of Peace 5 
with God, thro our Lord Tas Chr and 
of Peace in our on Souls, and one with 5 | 
other; together with every Thing that, 


the whole, is beſt for us. And theſe Bien 
| Which 


God, Kindneſs and Covenant. 17 
vyrhich God gives us with Chriſt, and in and 
by thro' 1500 1 the moſt ſubſtantial and excel- 
lent of all others. Hence the Apoſtle breaks 
out in rapturous Praiſe, ſaying, (Epb. i. 3, 4, 5.) 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of aur Lord Yefus 
_ Chrift, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in heavenly Places, or Things, in 
Chriſt : according as be has choſen us in him, be- 
fore the Foundation f the World, that we 
ſhould be. holy, and without Blame before him in 
Love ; having predeſiinated us to the Adoption 
of Children, >, Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, accord- 
ing lo the good Pleaſure of bis Will; and at 
other Times, he ſpeaks of it's being given us 
in the Behalf of Chriſt to believe on his Name; 
and of God's having forgiven us for Chrift's 
Sake, (Phil. i. 29. and Eph. iv. 32.). Yea, 
 Godlineſs, according to his Covenant, is profit- 
able unto all Things, having the Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and of that which is to come: 
(1 Tim. iv. 8.) And he accordingly beftows the 
good Things of this Life upon his Covenant- 
People, as far as he knows them to be moſt 
needful for them, and moſt ſubſervient to his 
Glory, and their Happineſs in the Life to 
come: For we know that all Things work toge- 
ther for Good, to them that love God, and are the 
Called according to his Purpoſe. — If God be for 
nus vue can be againſt us? He that ſpared not 
| his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 


— 


| How. ſhall he not with him freely give us all 
Wings? (Rom. viii. 28, 31, 32.) And we are 
aſſured that tbe Lord God is a Sun and Oe: « | 
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The [7] will give Grace and Gry; nd 
good Thing will he withold from them that 


walk uprightly. (Pf. Ixxxiv. 11.) This brings 


us to 

Secondly, The unchangeable. Duration of 
his Kindneſs and Covenant. | 

(.) His Kindneſs ſhall not depart from So 

This is ſpoken in Oppoſition to the Mountains 
that ſhall depart. Tho the whole Frame 


of Nature ſhall he diſſolved, and every Thing 


in this World, that ſeemed to be moſt firm 
and durable, and that we are apt to have the 
reateſt Dependence upon, or to be moſt 
afraid of, ſhall fail; and tho' the mountainous 
Parts of the Earth, that may be thought to 
ſtand on the ſtrongeſt Baſis, ſhall be diſplaced ; 
yet all theſe ſhall ſooner fail, than the loving 


Kindneſs of God ; and after they are all gone, 


and ſunk into KRaink, his Kindneſs to his People 
ſhall remain invariably the ſame, in its Deſign, 
and Operations ſuitable to it. For 7 (fays the 


Lord) ail make an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I uu] not turn away from them to do 


them good. — ea, Iwill rejoice over them to do 


| them good, with my whole Heart, and with my 
whole Soul (Jer. xxxii. 40, 41 ) 


He may indeed, for wife and holy Ende, 


correct them for their Offences by outward 


Afflictions, and may hide his Face from them 


by withdrawing the Light of his Countenance ; 


and they that truly fear the Lord may there- 


upon walk in Darkneſs, and have no Light of 


Comfort, or Satisfaction about their own State 


before 


7 God's Kindae and Covenant. 19. 


before him, or Intereſt in his Love. In theſe 
Reſpects he may for 4 ſmall Moment forſabe 
them; and in a little Wrath, or Anger, tho 
not in a Way of \avenging Juſtice, as a Legi- 
ſlator or Judge, to execute the Law-curſe up- 
on them; yet in a Way of becoming Reſent- 
ment, on account of their Iniquities, as their holy 
F ather, and in a Way of rectoral Puniſhinent 
as the righteous Governor of this World, he 
may hide his Face from them for a Moment : 
But with great Mercies will he gather them ; 
and with everlaſting Kindneſs will have Mercy 
on them, as he had ſaid a little before our Text, 
v. 7, 8. And at another Time he ſays of J- 
rael, For the Iniquity of his Covetouſneſs was I 
wroth, and ſmote him: I hid me, and was 
wroth ; and be went on frowardly in the Way of © 
his Heart : But immediately adds, Thave ſeen his 
Ways, and will heal him; I will lead him alfo, 
on reſtore Comforts unto him, and fo his Mourn- 
rs (Ifa. lvii. 17, 18.) 
Theſe ſhort Forſakings, and Hiding of his 
Face, are no more a Proof that his "Kindneſs 75 
departed from them, than the Rebukes and 
Frowns of a wile, tho' tender and affectionate 
Father, upon his Children, for their Faults, are, 
that he has no Love or Favour towards them. 
For it is only when the infinitely wiſe, holy and 
gracious God ſees, that ſparing the Rod would 
Spoil the Child, and that this Sort of Diſcipline, 
how. grievous ſoever, is moſt needful and 
beſt, that he makes uſe of it; and as it is al- 


* in prudent and judicious Love to his Chil- 
C3... dren 


— 
——— 


Tr wr gy 9+ - 


—— — al 


— 
88 rms — — 
— 222 2 Dp —_—_ 


to them. Hence the A 


wo o 
— 


— —— — 


f 

* 

+ 
1 
3+ 
135 
1 
"19 
1; 
17 
3 

: 

7 : 
3% 
11 

1 

{31 | 
++ 
4 
FN » 
1 
is * 
* 

14 
5 
| 
* 


- — —— 


— — 4 . 
— - 
= ä—mꝛ—J— ß — EEC 
* 


— ̃ſ ꝛ— ——·ů 2 


fore- with loving 
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dren, that he brings them under Chaſtiſements, 
the Argument from thence holds rather for, 

than againſt the Continuance of his Kindneſs 
le fays, for their 
Support and Encouragement, Whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Son 
whom he recetveth: If ye endure chaſining, 
God dealeth with you as with Sons: For what 
Son is be whom the Father chaſteneth not? And 
a little after he tells us, that God chaſtens them 


for their Profit, that they might be Partakers of 


his Holineſs ; and tho no chaſtening for the pre- 


ſent ſeems to be joyous, but grievous ; neverthe- 
' tefs, afterwards it worketh the peaceable Fruits 


of Righteouſneſs. to them, that are exerciſed 
thereby. (Heb. Xii. 6, 7, 10, 11.) This 
ſhews, that, even in ſuch affliftive Circum- 
ſtance, he does not utterly take away his lov- 
ing Kindneſs from them ; but that, as he has 
loved them with an everlaſting Love; and there= 
Kindneſs has drawn them; 
(Jer. xxxi. 3.) ſo he will reft in his Love. 
(Zeph. iii. 17.) Having loved bis own, as is faid 
of our Lord, he loves them to the End; and 
with everlaſting Kindneſs will be have Mercy on 
them. Hence, © ip 5 
(2.) The Covenant of bis Peace ſball not be 
_—..- _— 
This ſtands in Oppoſition to be Hills - 
being removed. They may be fo, and one. 
Time or other ſhall be ſo; but, ſays God, 
the Covenant of my Peace ſhall ſtand faſt; and 
never be removed; this ſhall abide immove- 


ably, and for ever. RT: As 


of God's: Kindneſs and Covenant. 21 
As, I think, no Inſtance can be found of: 
| God's ever reverſing any Thing he has ſworn 
to; ſo he has ſworn to this Covenant, that it 
may be irreverſible, faying, in the preceding 
Verſe, This is as the Waters of Noah to ne; 
for as TI have ſworn, that the Waters of Noah 
ſhall no more go over the Earth ; ſo have I ſworn, 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee ; that is, he would not do it, fo as to 
withdraw his Kindneſs from them, or break 
his Covenant with them, as appears from what 
follows in our Text to explain it: And this 
agrees with what he ſaid concerning David 
and his Children, in a typical View to Chrift 
and his ſpiritual Seed, My Covenant will T'not 
break, nor alter the Thing that is gone out" of © 
my Lips; once have I ſworn by my Holineſs, 
3 _fhat I will not he unto David. (Pf. Ixxxix. 344 
35.) Hence it is ſtiled an everluſting Covenant in 
ſeveral Places, ſome of which have been; and 
XX others may ſtill further be quoted: And it may 
be ſo called, as it was made with. Chriſt, and 
with God's Elect in him, as their conſti- 
tuted Head from all Eternity; for he was ſet 
u, in that Capacity, from everlaſting; 
2X (Prov. viii. 23.) and Grace was given them in 
= Chri/t Jeſus, before the World began (2 Tim. i. 


a 


9.) — But God's ſaying, ? Covenant of myPeace 
ball not be removed, leads our Thoughts moſt 
particularly and directly forwards, to aſſure us, 
That it is an everlaſting Covenant, as it ſhall 
de continued for ever: And this may be con- 
ſidered, as the Covenant itſelf ſhall abide for 


ever 5 
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ever, and all its Bleſſings are of in everlaſting 
Nature; and as it is, and ſhall wo made 
good to every true Believer for ever. 

(J.) It is an everlaſting Covenant, as it ſhall 
abide for ever, and all its arg are of an 
everlaſting Nature. 

The Covenant itſelf is an everlaſting Cores: : 
nant, that ſhall never be diſanull'd; and the 
New Teſtament Diſpenſation of it is ſpoken 
of, in Oppoſition to that of the Old Teſta- 
ment, as conſiſting of Things that cannot be 
ſhaken; and as à Kingdom that cannot be moved, 
(Heb. xii. 27, 28.) which, as is ſignified by 
ſhaking yet once more, intimates, that this 
Evangelical Conſtitution, ſhould remain im- 
moveably for ever; and not be ſuperceded or 
aboliſh'd by any other Shaking, like that 
which removed the Moſaic Diſpenſation. 

And Chriſt, who is the Mediator of this 
new Covenant, and comprehends all its Bleſ- 
fings in himſelf, is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, 
and for ever. The Redemption he has brought 
in, according to its Tenour, is an eternal Re- 
aemption. The Inheritance which he has 
purchaſed, and which God has promiſed in 
the Covenant, is an eternal Inheritance. And 
the infinitely bleſſed God, who conſigns him- 
{elf over to his People in this Covenant, is the 
everlaſiing God, and their Portion for even. 
God himſelf will never break this Covenant 
with them ; nor will he ſuffer them to break 
it ſo as to throw themſelves out of it. For 
J.(ſays he) in the fore-mention'd Jer. xxxi 
1255 40, 


gy 
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of "God's Kindneſs" and Covenant. WJ 
40, will male an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, that I will not turm away from them to 
do them Good; but Twill put — Fear in their 
Hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, that 


is, they ſhall not utterly, totally or finally de- 


part from me. They, thro" the Influence of 
his new Covenant-Fear, ſhall be kept. from 
going on in any Way or Courſe of finning, 


and they ſhall not be left to renounce and caſt 
off Chriſt, and turn Apoſtates. 

„Tho alas! there — many ſinful Infirmi- 
ties, that ill remain, and Corruptions that 


are not fully mortified and ſubdued in true Be- 


lievers themſelves; yet God has put ſuch a 
holy, fixed and governing Diſpoſition into 
their Hearts, that they greatly deteſt and la- 


4 ment them, and dare not give way to them; 
but make it their daily Watch and Prayer, 


and their conſcientious Endeavour, Concern 


and Care, that all Iniquity may be ſtill 


more and more crucified in them, till they 
get an abſolute Victory over it, and an intire 
Freedom from it; and the Deſire of their 

Souls, this Way, ſhall at length be fulfilled!; 
as the Apoſtle intimates, when, having prayed 
for the Theſalomans, that the God of Peace 
would ſanctiſy them wholly, and that their whole 
Fpeirit, Soul and Body, might be preſerved 


Blameleſs to the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chrift; 


be immediately adds, Faithful is be that calleth 
you, who alſo will do it. (1 Theſſ. v. 23, 24. ) 


And we may. fafely depend * this; for 
| Cope 


that is inconſiſtent with their Covenant-State ; 


? 


Chriſt loved the Church and gave himſelf for it 
that he might ſanctiſy and cleanſe it with the 
waſhing of Water by the Mord; that he might 
preſent it to bimſelſ @ glorious Church, not hav- 
ing Spot, or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; but 
Kher it ſhould be holy fur without Brut, | 
CEph.v. 25, 26, 27.) 

_ as to the difallowed and Ld Im- 
ions and Failings of God's People, it is 
one great Article of his Covenant, that he noril/ | 
be merciful to their Unrighteonſneſſes, and their 
Sins and Iniquities will remember no more. 
Hb. viii. 12.) He is propitious to his Cove» | 
nant- ones, thro the great Mediator, who lives 
in Heaven to plead his Propitiation for them. 
Hence the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſuch, ſays, 
| If dup Mas Jer: we have an Advacate with the 
Father, Jeſus Cbriſt, the righteous, bo is the 
Propitiation for our Sins. (1 John 4. 2.) AC- 
cordingly we are told that God has forgiven 
them all Trefdafer ; (Colo. ii. 13.) and that the 
Blood. of Fejus Cbriſt his Son — lem ous 
all Sin, (1 Jom i. 7.) Hence _ 
(.) It is an everlaſting Covenant, as ĩt is, and 
ſhall be made good to every true Believer for ever. 
They who are once really and internally 
taken into the Bond of this Covenant, ſhall 
be everlaſtingly in it: For it may be ſaid, 
with reſpect to God himſelf, and thoſe that 
he has eſpbuſed by an everlaſting Covenant, as 
he did of Huſbands, that dealt treacherouſly 
by the Wife of their Youth, he hates putting 
eway. (Mal. ii. __ And all his Promiſes of 
ſaving 


of Gods Kindneſs and Covenant. 25 
ſaving Benefits ſhall at all Times, in their 
proper Order, have their Accompliſhment; as 
may be moſt ſuitable to their Circumſtances z 
and ſhall be compleatly fulfilled to them for- 
ever. This was David's Confidence and Joy, 
as he expreſſed it, faying, (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) 
 Alth# my Houſe be not ſo with God; (not ſo 
regular, holy and religious, as I could wiſh) 
yet he has made with me an everlaſting Covenant, 
ordered in all Things and ſure: For this is all 
my Salvation, and all my Defire, altho' be 
| make it not to grow; which may be under- 
ſtood of the Covenant of Royalty, as typical 
of the Covenant of Grace made with Chriſt 
mand his Spiritual Seed, in whoſe Days Things 
W would be much better with David's Houſe, 
= than they then were. And God, ſpeaking of 
this Covenant, calls to Sinners to lay hold of 
it for themſelves, upon this Encouragement, 
that it ſhall be an everlaſting Covenant with 
them, ſaying, (J. lv. 3.) Incline your Ear, 
and come unto me; hear and your Souls fhall 
= /ive; and I will make an everlaſting Covenant 
= 707th you, even the ſure Mercies of David. And 
when he ſpeaks of betrothing his People in 
a Marriage-Covenant to himſelf, he tells them 
(as you have heard) it ſhall be forever. But 
= your Time wears off; and therefore I cannot 
inlarge any further on theſe: Things; nor have 
1 Room to add more than a few Words on the 
& laſt Branch of the Text, which gives us 
+> Dhirdly, The Confirmation and Reaſon of 
this. The Confirmation lies in the Words, 
n n Saith 
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Saith the Lord; and the Reafon, in his adh 


that has Mercy ee. 

The unchangeable Duration of Fry 8 
nant is ſecured to us, by it's being the peremp- 
tory Declaration of the infinitely true and 
faithful God. A ſaith the Lord is a divine 
Confirmation of it, and may be depended up- 
on; ſince he is the God that abe lie, and 


the Father of Lights, with whom is noVariable- 


neſs, neither Shadow of Turning; ¶ James i. 17.) 
and who ſaid, I am the Lord, I change not; 


therefore ye Sons of Jacob are not conſumed. 
Mal. iii. 6.) And yet the more fully to con- 


rm his Covenant to our Faith, paſt all Doubt, 


he had juſt before our Text added his Oath to 


it, as has been obſerved, that by two immut- 


able Things, his Promiſe and his Oath, we 


might have ſtrong Confolation, who have fled for 
Refuge, to lay hold on the Hape ſet before us. 1 
(Hb. vi. 17, 18.) 1 


And the Reaſon of his thus eſtabliſhing bis 


Covenant of Peace with his People, is inti- 
"mated by his ſpeaking of himſelf herein, as 
the Lord, that has Mercy upon them. This 
excludes all Pretences to Deſert or Merit in 
themſelves, as any Reaſon, Cauſe or Motive to 
engage him to make and fulfil it, and reſolves 


it intirely into his own free Mercy and com- 


paſſionate Kindneſs to them, of whom he faid | 


at another Time, (Ezek. xxxvi. 24, 25, 26, 32.) 4 A 
I will ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and. ye 
ſball be clean; from all your Filthineſ, and from | 


all y”- dels will 7 Ar: ie you, A new ther, if 
alſo 
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of God's Kindneſs and Covenant. 27 
elſo will give you, and a new Spirit will I 
put within you ; and I will tale away the flony 
Heart out of your Fleſh; and I will give you 
4 Heart of Fleſh; and I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my Sta- 
tutes, and ye ſball keep my Judgments, and do 
them. — Not for your. Sakes do T this, ſaith the 
Lord God, be it known unto you; be aſhamed 
and confounded for your own Ways, O Houſe of 
Hrael. But theſe Things have abundantly 
appear'd in what has . been already faid ; and 
therefore, as there is no Time, ſo there is no 
great Need, for further enlarging upon them. 
Having now gone thro' my copious Subject, 


W as extenſively as I well could in a ſingle Dif- 


S 


courſe ; Permit me to conclude with a ſe- 
rious Addreſs, 


USE, 


(i.) To the Church and Auditory, that 


uſually attended on the M. iniſtry of 


the lately deceas'd, and very va- 
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It is your Duty and Intereſt to reflect of- 
ten upon, and endeavour, by Divine Grace, 
to make a right Improvement of, the Privi- 
leges and Duties, that he ſo often recom- 
mended to you, as reſulting from God's un- 
changeable Love and Covenant. May it not 
be ſaid of him, as it was of Jobn the Baprifh, 
To? 8 (John 


== he unchangeable Duration 


(John v. 35.) which it ſeems turn d upon the 
Thoughts of ſome among you, while you 
were mourning over the Loſs of your dear 
Miniſter ; that he was a burning and a ſpining 
 Laght; and ye were willing. for a Seaſon, to | 
rejoice in his Light? Did not you really think 
him to be ſuch a Light? And were not your 
Souls enlightned and warmed by Means of 
the Light of his Doctrine, and his pathetic 
Way of delivering it? Did ye not, for the 
little Seaſon, that God continued his precious 
Life, admire and delight in thoſe important 
Truths, that ſhone, and were impreſſive upon 
you, in his Miniſtrations. But now the: ſhort 
Seaſon of your enjoying them is over, Take 
heed leſt your Rejoicings in them wear off, 
and any of you ſhould be found: ſuch ſtony⸗ 
ground Hearers, as our Lord ſpeaks of (Matt. 
xiii. 20, 21.) that heard the Word, and anon 
with Yoy receiv'd it; yet they had not Root in 
themſctoes, it not being an implanted and go- 
verning Principle in their Hearts; hut dured 
ly only for @ while ; and by and by they were , 
0 | Fenided, and all Nan to nothing. Or leſt, as 
| in the thorny-ground Hearers, (ver. 22.) the 
Cares of this World, the Decei rfulneſs of Riches, 
and the Pleaſures f this Life, choke the Word 
ond ye become unfruitful, or bring no Fruit 
o Perfection, as we have it, Luke viii. 14. 
See to it, O my dear Friends, and beg of 
God, that the lively Impreſſions you felt un- 
der the Preaching of the Word, may not 


Pe to be only ſome ſudden, Touches upon 
: your 
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your Affections, without being rooted, by 
Grace, in your Hearts, to change their ha- 
bitual Biaſs, to ſettle your Judgment, fix your 
Principles and Views, and influence your Lives. 

| Know ye, that there has been a Prophet among 
yon; and it highly concerns you to: remember 
him, that had the Rule over you, as your ſpi- 
ritual Guide, that, conſidering the End of his 
Converſation (which you can't but believe to 
have been exceeding happy, tho the Nature 
of his laſt Illneſs difabled him then to declare 
it) ye may imitate his Faith and Example, as 

far as therein he follow'd Chriſt. (Heb. xiii. 7.) 

Tho expatiating in Funeral Encomiums is 

greatly my Averſion; becauſe they are com- 

monly ſuſpected, and often too much ſavour, 
of Flattery; yet I can't forbear obſerving, and 
appealing to Hundreds, here preſent, for the 

Truth of it, that he was a very fervent, zea- 

| Jous, evangelical and popular Preacher. He 
= cloſely ſtudied the ſacred Oracles; and was 
well eſtabliſh'd, upon mature Deliberation, 

Judgment and Experience, in thoſe moſt 

Concerning Doctrines of the Goſpel, that lie 

at the very Foundation of Chriſtianity. He 

vas a Man of an excellent, amiable, kind 
and candid Spirit; and exemplarily humble, 
familiar and courteous, upright ang holy, in 

his Converſation; a faithful Miniſter, and a 

chearfully ſerious Chriſtian ; of a happy natu- 

ral Temper, which was adorned, enrich'd and 


improv'd with Grace, and with good natu- 


ral and acquired Parts; all which contributed 
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Good of Souls, much at Fan, and was wil- 
their Saltes: And, like the gr oſtle, 


with Joy, and the Miniſtry which he had re- 
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ly with him, and own'd his publick and pri- 


ſion of many, and to the remarkable Increaſe, 
as well as Edification of this Church. — 


ſuaded better Things of you, and J. hings that ac I 


go We 3 Duration 


to * him a ſincere and agreeable F riend, 
an affectionate Huſband, a tender Father, a 
diligent and conſcientious Paſtor, and a plea- 

fant Companion to his Brethren in the Mini- 
ſry, and his other Friends and Acquaintance. 
He evidently had the Glory of Chriſt, and the 


ling to ſpend and be ſpent; yea; he over ſpent 
hirrielf, I had almoſt fo ap _ e for 


(Acts xx. 24.) he did not — 'Li e dear 
40 himſelf; fo that he might fniſb bis Coutfe 


ceived of the Lord Yeſus, ts teftify the Goſpel of || 
the Grace of God. And the Lord was abundant- 


vate Labours to the Conviction and Conver- 


If therefore any of you, my Friends, for- 

all this, and don't Jook to yourſelves, that 
ye loſe not thoſe Things, which he has wrought, by | 
his Inſtructions, Adnioniibhs and Exhorta- ? 
tions, (2 John ver. 8.) both he and they will 
riſe up as ſwift Witneſſes againſt you in the 
Day of Chriſt; when, I doubt not, but his 
Account, who watched for your Souls, will be 
with Joy, and not with Grief to himſelf ; but 
if it ſhould be otherwiſe to any of you, a dread- ** F 
ful Account it will be, and lady unprofitable yy 5 
you. (Heb. xii. 17.) But, Beloved, T am per- 3 


company Salvation, tho thus 9 in Wy 
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Faithfulneſs, by Way of ſolemn Caution to 


you. And as to thoſ. of you, that have been 


effectually wrought upon, or ſubſtantially edi- 
fied in Faith, Comfort and Holineſs, ys his 


| Miniſtry, as it is meet for me to think of you 


all, that are regular Members of the Church 
lately under his paſtoral Care, Bleſs God for 
him, and for the Benefit you have received by 


| his Means; and continue in the Things that 


you have heard, according to the Mind and 


Will of God _ his Word, ſo as to hold faſt 


the Truth as it is in Feſus : Often call them to 
Remembrance; and labour to live by Faith 


Mm upon them, and to live in all holy Converſa- 
tion and Godlineſs anſwerable to them, that 


you may adorn the Doctrine of God your Savi- 
our in all Ti hings, and may ſhine ſeverally, and 
all together, in Conſtellation, as Lights inthe 
World. Your deſtitute Circumſtances are now 
indeed very melancholy and affecting; and I 
heartily fympathiſe and mourn with you in 
them, begging that the Sovereign Lord of 


all may ſanctify them to every one of you. 
But allow me to add a Word or two further. 


(2 2.) To you the dear Fleck and FI 
th forrowful . idew, 


1 deſsech you ſeverally to look to your kind, 


XZ gracious and Covenant God, to make up your 


great Loſs. Tho' Under- Shepherds die, an 
affecting Inſtance of which now pierces your 
CF bleeding 


r x OR ER Duration 


bleeding Hearts ; yet let the Members of this. 
Church recollect, that the great Shepherd of 
the Sheep, who was dead, is now alive, and 
lives for evermore. The God of Peace has 
brought him again from the Dead, thro' the 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant ; and has 
eſtabliſhed his Covenant with you, as a Church 
of faithful Believers, in and thro' him: And 
tho he has chaſten'd you ſorely in taking away 
your dear, laborious and ſucceſsful Paſtor from 
your Head ; yet don't give Way to unbelieving 
Thoughts, as if he Kindneſs of your God were 
departed from you, or the Covenant of his Peace 
were removed. Theſe remain ſtill the ſame; 
and he knows how to heal this awful Breach, 
this deep and throbbing Wound, and to fur- 
niſh you with another Paffor after his own 
Heart, that ſhall feed you with Knowledge and 
Under/ianding. Look therefore to him; and 
with humble Submiſſion to his holy, all-wiſe, 
and ſovereign Diſpoſals, continue your united 
Prayers and entire Dependence upon him, to 
direct you to, and ſettle you comfortably again 
under, a Workman, .that needs not be aſham- 
ed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. 

And while my Heart - is touched with the 
tendereſt Concern for you, Madam, the dear 
Relict of the Deceaſed, in your diſconſolate 
Circumſtances, I would earneſtly recommend 
you, and your feeble Infants, to a Covenant 
God, and Father in Chriſt. O! caſt all your 
Care on him, who is the Widow's Judge, and 
Huſband, and the Father * the Fatherleſs; 


2 
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and who cares for them, that are more imme- 


diately caſt upon him, and put their Truſt in 
him ; which, in the preſent Caſe, I hope both 
you, and all_ the dear Relatives of the De- 


ceas d, will be enabled to do. And you, Ma- 


dam, are now, in a ſpecial Manner, called to 
commit yourſelf and yours to his Love and 
Care ; and to leave all your Concerns in his 
Hands, with a calm Reſignation to his holy 
Will, and with humble and believing Confi- 
dence, that your late Huſband's God will be 


your God, and the God of your Seed; and will 


guide you with his Counſel, thro' all the ſolitary 
and afflicted Circumſtances of this Life, and 
afterwards receive you to Glory. 


* 


The End of the 8ER MON. 
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FUNE E RAL. ORATION, 


Spoken over the GR AVE 


Of the late Reverend 
Mr. MORDECAT ANDREWS, 


By THOMAS TOWLE. 


T having pleaſed the — Sovereign Diſ- 
* ſer of all Events, in whoſe Hands our 
1 is, to take to himſelf the Soul of our 
dear and valuable Friend and Brother, whoſe 
Funeral Solemnities we are now attending, 
we have committed his Body to the Grave, 
in which ſilent and gloomy Manſion it muſt 
lie, till the Dawn of that important Morning, 
when all that are in the Graves ſhall hear the 
Voice of the Son of God, and ſhall come forth; 
they that have done Good to the Reſurrettion of 
Life, and they that have done Evil to the Re- 
ſurrection of Condemnation : Then ſhall he be 
rais'd, and rais'd to bear a diſtinguiſh'd Part 
in the Glories and Triumphs of that bleſſed 
Period. Was this a convenient Place and Time, 
and was J to follow the Dictates of that warm, 
and ſincere Affection with which I lov'd him, 


I might * on the many amiable Parti- 
"IM . culars 
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culars found with him, Partieulars which 0 
enlarg d on) would have a certain Tendency to 
magnify the Grace of God beſtow'd on him, 


— * well. worthy our exacteſt Imitation. 
However, although it may net be proper to 


enlarge on them, wholly to omit them muſt 
certainly be highly crimmal. - Pertnit me then 
to mention that admirable Sweetneſs and Even- 
neſs of Temper for which bur deceaſed Brother 
was eminent, and remarkable, a Temper. fo 
ſweet and ſo even, that thoſe who were fa- 
vour'd. with the greateſt Intimacy with him, 


allow it was rarely ever known to be diſcom- 


pos'd or ruffled. Indulge me while I remind 


you: of that Humility 50 Condeſcenſion which 


ar d in him, and which in Part contri- 


Þ buted to that uncommon Degree of Acceptance 
and Succeſs with which (as a Miniſter) we 
know he was honour” d, fince even the vey 

1 


meaneſt Perſons might apply to him on 


Occaſions, ſecure: not only of the Audience 
of his Ear, but of a Share in the Compaffion 
and Pity of his Heart, Pity and Compafſion 


expreſs d in a Deportment the moſt kind and 


endearing. Bear with me, while I acquaint 


you with his uncommon Aﬀection for the Souls 


of Men particularly for your Souls over whom 
the Holy Ghoſt. had made him Overſeer, for 


you whom 1 have ence and again heard him call 


his dear Church, his beloved Charge. 1 might 


enlarge (and could do it with Pleaſure). on His 


fteady Attachment to the great Peculiarities of 


the Goſpel-S cheme, PEI: ſuch as relate 70 


the 


+, 

the C benent of Grave, and eſpeelally to tfie Per- 
ſon and Work of Chriſt its Mediator; which 
«« Dottrines (as I remember he once told e 
« in free Corwerſation) he fegarded not as 
« Matters of mere Speculation, but as Truths 
c Which lay at the Foundation of his own 
= everlaſting | Hopes, and which he could 
« fay (to the Praiſe and Glory of Divine 
ce Gace) he had, at Times, himſelf found 
«. bleſſed Fountains of Joy and Comfort.” As 

a Conſequent of this his unſhaken Attachment 
to theſe and other important Articles of the 
= Chriſtian Faith, it were eaſy to expatiate on 
chat Ardour of Zeal with which he (on all 


2 r Occaſions) both publickly and private- 
1 I pe 'd in their Deferice, 2 Dink hey 
= while it led him to ſtand up with Vigour for 
== the ſeveral Pri nciples he inwardly embrac'd, 
vet carried him into no Extreams of Ran- 
cour or Reſentment againſt the Perſons of 
IF thoſe who differ d from him: His Zeal (though 
lively) was indeed that of an humble, peace- 


ble "Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt, * i 
not the mad Fury of an angry B igot. Beſides 
2X theſe Things, I might dwell on his remark- 


| able Integrity and Sincerity, as theſe Virtues 


Y difplay'd their Beauties, not only in his mak 


1 ing a free Declaration of His. real Semiments, 
„ whenever a proper Opportunity of doing it of- 
fer'd (as far as Dates and Prudence per. 


mitted) without conſulting the Humours or 
IF Sentiments of any about him nay, notwrith- 


1 ſtanding his own Apprehenſions might (in 
ſome 


(6381 
ſome Particulars) differ from theirs, but princh- | 
pally towards thoſe with Reſpect to whom he 
aſſum'd the Character of a Friend: To ſuch, to 
all ſuch was he a Friend indeed, a Friend | 
continually fincere and faithful. To what 
has been ſaid, I might add his uncommon 
Diligence, and remarkably unwearied Induſtry 
in the Diſcharge of the various Duties of that 
great Work to which God had ſeen fit to call 
Him. He was no Loiterer, but a real La- 
bourer in his Maſter's Vineyard; to this his 
Study, his Pulpit, and the Houſes of thoſe 

among whom he labour d were continual 
Witneſſes. 
This, this is a Sketch, and but an imper- 
Fe& Sketch, of the many amiable Particulars 
-which made up the Character of our deceaſed 
Brother. It is rather difficult upon this Sub- 
ject (eſpecially for one who knew ſo much of 
him, and who entertain'd ſo cordial an Af- 
ſection for him as I did) to contract than en- 
large; however, allow me to cloſe what has 
been already faid of him with only obſerv- 
ing, that the good Qualities of which he was 
the Poflefſor, were ſo many and fo viſible, that 
they gain'd him an univerſal Eſteem while he 
was living, and as univerſal a Lamentation 
Now he is dead. Thus valuable a Perſon was 
he, but (valuable as he was, and uſeful as we F 
are ready to imagine he might have been, 
had God ſpar'd him) he is remov'd—and Sub- 
miſſion certainly becomes us, Submiſſion to 


the 


— 32 .. 
—— = ——— — 
— 3 — — 2006 
— 


— 
— 


— —— —— 
AE —— — 
- 


— — 
2 — —-—ͤ 
— — <a 
— 7 
— 


6 y 
t * 137 
. 
4 
{ I 
«FM 
* 17 
0 1 
„ 
43 
125 
2 
i 
7 7% 
SS OE! 
1 , 
+. 
l 
14} 
1144 
FI 
\ 
$11 4 
M 
1171 | 
191495! 
79 
ng 
170 
11 
FEE 
#1 
E BYE 
70 
1 
4 
+] : 
ein 
>, | 7 
, : 
1 1 
F, 1+ ti 
: ” 
14421 


er a k 3M nn 


a & 1 » Q Oo ww 9. 


dy Tout * 3 n 3 N 3 pe 
* 2 a he os hs n WE? SES Hp 1 
N 92 5 8 2 1 q OF 2 x PERS PI 3 
2 HDL 2 > ee Res * n 8 pa x ay 8 * 
he n PALS . 
5 * 3 X EE I er 


1 
"IM 
x 
{v3 
BR VE 7 
"= 
bY 450 
5 


'X 
— 8 yp 
- 
WS 
p 4 


8 
"1 Sy * 2 
6 


L 39] 
the Will of that Being, whoſe — | 
are always wiſeſt, ind for the beſt ; nay,” of 
that Being who has given him an early Diſ- 
miſſion from a State of perpetual. Vanity: and: 
Vexation, to all the Triumphs, the unſpeak- 


F able T riumphs of his own immediate, and 


bliſsful Preſence. But while it becomes us 
to be thus ſilent, and thus ſubmiſſive under 
the Hand of God, ſurely it is highly incum- 
bent on us all to learn the ſeveral Leſſons 
which ſuch a Providence as this is calculated 
to teach us, that we may gather ſome of thoſe 
fair Fruits which (as it were) grow ever 2 


che Grave of our deceaſed Brother. 


His Removal has certainly then a 1 Tenlien: 
to teach us all who ſtand around: it, to 


A | conſider ſeriouſly what Death is. It is the dil 


ſolving the intimate and amazing Union 


X which ſubſiſts between the Soul and Body, up- 
on which the one falls into the Earth (as our 
ZE Brother's has) and the other riſes to God as a 
Judge, to be conſign d by him to eternal Happi- 
neſs, or perpetual Torment. By ſuch a Scene a 
ve have now before us, we are further directed, 
all of us directed to Sin, the unhappy Source 
and Parent of Death; for whither does 


every lifeleſs Corpſe, and open Grave refer us, 


but to that poſitive and awful Declaration of 
the great Apoſtle Paul. By one Man Sin en- 
ter d into the World, and Death by Sin, und fo 
= Death paſſes upon all Men, becauſe that I 
= have fnned. Fo rom what we ſee at preſent; we 

ut ny likewiſe gather, that we ourſelves, all of 
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all Sinners, but ſince we behold. one of the 
very fame Make and Materials wit Surfplugt 
already dead. The Inference is undoubtedly; 
ww to each of ws. As I have ſeen this” 
laid in the Grave, ſo (in all Probahi- 
« « lity) ſhall ſome of my Fellow-creatures ſte 
mine; as certainly as the Soul has left this: 
«Body, appeared before God, and been 
« fix d for Eternity, ſo ſurely ſhall mine er 
< move, appear, and be fix d likewiſe. God 
grant all our Souls may (whenever we die) 
be fir d as happily as his is. But again, the 
preſent Inſtance of Mortality, paſt all Diſpute, 
ſpeaks, loudly ſpeaks to us all the Uncertain- 
ty of the Time when we fhall die, and how, 
little Credit there is to be given to the moſt 
promiſing Appearances of à Continuance in 
Life. Our departed Brother, over whoſe 
breathleſs Corpſe we now ſtand; Was (till im- 
pair d by frequent Labours) favour'd with a 
ſtrong Conſtitution and Habit of Body, a Body 
to the Continuance of whoſe Health one would 
have imagin'd his eaſy, and chearful Mind 
would 4-4 greatly con — ; he was placed 


Providence in ſuch a Situation, as ſeem d to 


Fri him deſignd for Years,” ang 
of future Uſefulneſs; beſides, his 
Health were the Subjects of many 
God's own People's warm Addrefics at the 
Throne of Grace; to all. which, let me juſt 
add, he was at a Time of Life, w 


de propely called the Flower of __ - 
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And yet, notwithſtanding all theſe Advantages 
for a Continuance in. Life, we behold” him 
breathleſs and lifeleſs in this Grave. Let us 
front hence learn the uncertain Continuance of 
our own Lives, ſince theſe may come to a Pe- 
| riod as ſuddenly and Oy as his did. 
And are theſe 5 o? Surely every Inſtance 
of our Mortality, and this among the. reſt, ſhould 
teach us all the warmeſt Thankfulneſs to 
God's Grace and Wiſdom for the ſalutary Pro- 
viſions of the Goſpel, whereby Death is diſ- 
arm'd of its Sting, and that which was origi- 
gnally a Curſe, (and to all Unbelievers is fo ſtill} 
W to all God's People becomes a Bleſſing; 
W whereby the Gloom which hangs over the 
W Grave is happily removed, and Life and In- 
8 mortality with the moſt illuſtrious Evidence 
brought to Light ; and ſhould lead us alſo ſe- 
riouſly to enquire, whether we have an Intereſt 
in that Proviſion, and to give ourſelves no 
We Reſt; till (upon good Grounds) we can hum- 
== bly ſay, We hope we have.” 
And may this Providence be thus i improv'd 


by all who are now preſent at his Interment 
= (whoever they be) ſurely it ſpeaks theſe, 
and many more inſtructive Particulars, to you 


who enjoyed his Laboursas a Miniſter, to you 
who were placed under his Care as your Paſ- 
tor. . Your Shepeherd is indeed taken from 
before you, you have ſeen him lodg'd in the 
* Grave, you ſhall never ſee his Face, or 
F be 


| 6 42. by f 

be permitted to hear his Veice more, a 9 
ſurely his Removal calls upon you to recollecc 
the many Privileges you have enjoyed, as fa- 
vour dwith the Labours of fo every Way: excel- 
lent and valuable a; Perſon; to enquire (each 
one for himſelf) whether you have profited in 
any Meaſure proportionable to the rich Means 
of ſpiritual Improvement in the Poſſeſſion of 
which you know you have been; to be thankful 
for all the Inſtances in which God has made him 
ſucceſsful to your Souls, and truly humbled on 
the Conſideration of any unbecoming Circum- 
ſtances you may diſcern in your paſt Conduct, 
either as a Chriſtian Community, or as diſtinct 
Individuals ;. and need I add, that now your 
Under-Shepherd is removed from among you, 
you ate more immediately directed to place your Wl 
Truſt and Hope in him who has been pleaſed 
to ſtile himſelf The chief Shepherd. This do, 
that you may meet your Paſtor with Pleaſure 
another Day, when both you and he muſt 
ſtand together at the Bar of Chriſt. May the 
whole Church in this Manner be excited and 3X 
enabled to improve his Removal! = 
My Reverend Fathers in the Miniſtry wil! 
forgive me, and my younger Brethren . will 
bear with me when I ſay, that this Provi- 
dence ſpeaks loudly, very loudly indeed to us, 
to us who are engaged in that ſacred Function 
in which our Brother was; particularly it calls 
us to improve ( with the utmoſt * 8 


18 


all our 5 and all our Talents, while it 


pleaſes God to continue them to us, for his 


Glory, and the Good of Souls, as not know- 
ing how ſoon we may be called off the Stage 
of Action (as our Brother has been) to give 
an Account (as he has done likewiſe) of 10 
that we have acted there. | 
And while the Diſpenſation before us * 
theſe and ſeveral other inſtructive Particulars 
to the Spectators in general, ITE Church and 
his Brethren in the Miniſtry” in particular, it 
cannot be filent with — 2 5 you ee were 
allied to him in the Bonds of Nature; no, 
ſurely; ſo far is it from being ſilent, that it 
addreſſes you in moſt expreſſive Language: 
And what is that Language? but, —© Be ye 
== © 2//o ready; be ye Followers of him woho through 
« Faith and Patience is now going up to inherit 


de Promiſes; endeavour to tread in his 
Steps (as far as he trod in the Steps of 
IF < Chriſt) that you may at length meet him, 
and be glorified with him in the ſame happy 
and peaceful Regions.“ 


Well, having attended our Friend and Bro- 
ther to this Grave, and laid him in it, here 
( (dear and beloved as he was to us, valuable 


and uſeful as he was in himſelf) we muſt all 


leave him.--But let us ſeverally remember, that 
(though we muſt leave him without ſeeing 
him any more, till the great Day of the ge-- 
neral Reſurrection) our Duty is not done with 
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The End of the FuxxxAL On ATION. 


— — th, — — — 
— — — 
nr E E 
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ELEGIAC ODE: 


On the Death of 


3 The Rev. Mr. MozpzcarAnpanWs. 


By THOMAS GIBBONS: 


; Truck with the News of Andrews ſudden 

5 Fate, 

(so falls a Tree, with Fruits ambroſial crown wn'd, 
Torn by the Tempeſt, from its tow'ring 

6 | Height, 

And lays its Honours proſtrate on the Ground) 

= Ur2ni2 pour'd the Anguiſh of her Breaſt 
Till Slumber clos d my Lids, and ſolemn 

Viſions dreſt. 


AMethought, triumphant from his recent Blow, 


3 


With 7575 Hand graſping his ſtrong ebon Bow, 


Wich bar his Shafts, that dropt with human 

. Blood ; 

When thus my Lips the awful Silence broke, 
Pale Fear bedew'd my Limbs, and 2 me 
| as I — 1 


< Say 


[ 1 | 
6 Say why, tremendous Pow'r, ſhould Andrews 
feel 


: In blooming Youth thine Am fatal F orce? 
© Andrews, who, kindled with Seraphic Zeal, 
8 With heavnly Bleſſings mark d his cifing 

3 
c Skill'd to inſtruct and charm the li'nin ning 
| Throng, 
/ * from his Life enforce the Counſels of | 
NA © Kis Tongue. DOTY 


1 1 Thau could R. while Andrews. Nill had 
8 4b; the IF: 
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1 | Tpi its vaſt Pans what a clans: Woes's are | 
[= found! 1 
il Sever and Orphans mix their piercing Cries; We” 
= "If Friend bleeding Oer her 3 
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„ | . ocks the - FEE Fountting pf h her Eyes 708; + 
= 125 le his — 294 pores” thi, inci J 
* | ol at Moan, : 5 Tn We; 2 
8 And d. Tear faſt Yon on "Tea 60d 1 5 


reſounds to. Groan.“ 5 7 


12 11 15 


2 47 I | 
I ſpoke; the gloomy Terror mild replies A 
Know Tm the Servant of th Eternal 5 
And fraught with Sov' reign Orders from the 8 
Skies, 
I point my Shafts, and werk che B 
| String; 
Then urge not ſuch opprobrious Charge on 
. 
On me ne compel d by Heav'n t accompliſh: its 
| Decree. | 


A Pris'ner thou of this tere ben Ball, 
And Clouds and Mazes will perplex thy | 
Sight, 

Till I, obeying the G Call, | 
« Unbind thy Chains, and bid Thee ſpring to 
W 
4 Ee 1 empyreal, where thy raviſh'd Eyes 
* Shall ſee from claſhing Scenes es ral 
7" Wiſdom riſe. rin = 


3 © Mean Time be active, vital thy Sun-beams 

3 laſt, 

Be patient in Affliction's gloomy Hour 22 
Think not I creep too flow, or fly too faſt, 

b All are immortal till their Work is oer: 
' inflame theſe heav nly Dictates I impart, ' 
From Andrews Life tranſcribe, and wear 
1 him at W Heart.” or 


e Xe | EN * A q N 2 2 25 
23 2 * , 2 
a ASA Ct 9 "> 3*:-47 «i 
1 n 3% — . * Ya» 23 dg "A ; * * 


vs, 


—— 


——— — 


— —— 
> Ab 
— 


——U—— — ww 


— 
m— 
— — — 
—— won moo, 
— 
= 


—_”— rm 


- © — 
_ 
— 


. * L 


4 OO 
. Fa „ ESSEN; SL + 7 


— 


— 
„ woe” 
_ 
— 
— 


n 
— —— _— 
— — 
— —— 
== 
— 
— 2 


# 


. 


— — 
— — — 
2 
— 


DI me OD. pn Hern rl, 4 
ES: 9 and", | "as ; the 12 7 Hi 


"_ 


3 el, dear Man: with alttl 
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5 re Ae form d thee; in her lofteſt Mould, 4 
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bearful, Vet grave; and active, e 
Or. rivate and, for gen'ral Bleſſi tram'd, 
11 Oils 1 Uunweary' 'd; and in Life unbla Ad 2 1 
ne Fault was thine,” a Fault hut . known, 
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at in the public Weal oe thine.own z,; * 


2 
WT 
ar Pu 


| pen esc 


10000 it 


FD \ * 


** 


AL! 15 ; * 

* 10% 1 24 2 4 — 8 af C4 

ICT: 6 "Lb 

M B50 long ey d. que. Rai an : 

Nn,“ 1 Bh2 * f HR * , 

e 4 in one Year. the aft ral-Þ Fun 

VVV With ue Go bel. Vilig E 
| * 5 pens N $4 N = 
e 050 disjoin d 0 crown. the Conco 
e 


— — — 


— — 


— 


oe wg ow 


I ͤ M 


